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(Time  all  scripts  in  advance.  Suggest  you  make  any  changes  desira|)le^1j^^f,f|^tor^ 
script  to  local  picture.  Hews  releases  from  this  office,  also  PMAl^’kiimary 

\ I »s»t»^*^‘***’* 

are  good  sources  of  additional  material.) 


SUBJECT:  FAO  COi'FFHMHCF 


PARTIGIPAHTS':  Announcer 

PMA 


BAHG-IilG  OF  GAl/Fl 


AilwOulTCFH: 


Your  Family*  s Foodl  This  is  YOUH  program*,  brought  to  you  by 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture .. .YOUH  program 
to  keep  you  up  to  date  on  the  many  factors  that  influence 
YOUH  food  su-iDply.  And  here,  once  more,  is  of  the 


office  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration, 

And  novj, will  you  give  us  a preview  of  today's 


discussion? 


PMA: 


Most  iDeople,  I thinly,  are  well  awane  of  the  important  role 
food  plays  in  our  planning  for  peace.  Since  the  end  of  the 
war  more  than  a year  ago,  a great  part  of  world  attention  and 
collective  world  effort  has  been  focused  on  the  problem  of 


getting  food  to  hungry  peoples.  It  will  always  be  true,  as 
President  Truman  ha.s  stated,  thak  permanent  loeace  cannot  be 
built  while  starvation  exists  on  the  earth.  Mow,  although  the 


food  emergency  is  not  yet  over,  concrete  steps  have  been  taken 
to  deal  with  long-raaige  world  food  planning  in  order  to  lay 
one  of  the  foundations  upon  which  peace  must  be  based.  And 


today,  I intend  to  outline  the  progress  already  made  towand  this 
goal  by  the  recent  Food  and  Agriculture  organization  conference 
in  Copenhagen, 


-2- 


That's  a -protty  largo  ordor.  hut  I think  wo  all 

could  stand  a roviow  of  that  mooting.  Lot's  soo,  nov;,  tho 

conforoncc  session  was  hold  in  Soptomhor,  v/asn't  it? 

PMA: 

Yos,  — Soptomhor  2nd  and  13th,  It  was  tho  second  session  of 

tho  Pood  and  Agriculture  Organization  — or  PAO.  Tho  PAO,  as 

you  rocall,  was  organized  under  tho  United  ITa.tions  last  fall 

at  Quchoc, 

AIIMOUITCJR; 

It's  an  advisory  body  of  tho  United  Uations,  isn't  it? 

PI'^IA: 

Yes,  and  you  could  explain  it  further  hy  sa.ying  that  tho  PAO 

stands  in  relationship  to  tho  United  ilations  as  the  agricultural 

rosoarch  and  planning  agencies  in  this  country  do  to  tho  United 

S t at  0 s go  VO  r nmo  nt . 

AiR\'OUiICRR: 

Then  it's  concerned  with  collecting  facts  and  making  plans? 

PI4A: 

Right — and  for  the  purpose  of  raising  nutritional  levels  and 

living  standards  all  over  the  world  and  improving  agricultural 

XDroduction  and  distrihution — with  particular  emphasis  on  rural 

poi3ulations . 

AlRJOUl'ICJR: 

The  PAO  held  its  first  conference  session  last  May,  didn't  it? 

PI-IA: 

Yes,  in  ifcshington,  I)clGga,tos  from  all  over  the  v;orld  came  to 

pa.rticipato  in  the  first  real  v/ork  of  tho  organisation. 

ilRIO'Ul'TC-IlR: 

And  at  this  second  conference  mooting  in  Coponliagen,  the 

nations  of  tho  world  v/ere  jprett^^  well  represented,  weren't 

they?  How  many  countries  actua.lly  sent  delegates? 

I 


PI-IA: 

Voting  dolcgatos  fron  33  RAO  niomlDGr  nations  attondod — ojid  8 

otlior  conntrios  woro  roproscntod  t)y  olDscrvors.  Then,  too, 

7 non-niGin'bGr  no.tions  sGnt  ohsGrvGrs — and  rGprGSGnt odivGS  fron 

10  international  organizations  wore  there . 

MEOmOIR: 

Must  have  "been  quite  a crowd. 

RViA: 

1/ell. . .count  ing  the  conference  nenhers  and  observers,  along 

v.dth  their  a.dvisors  and  staffs,  there  v/ere  nore  than  400 

altogether  at  the  Copenhagen  meeting. 

AMOURORR: 

And  this  meeting  reaJly  accomplished  something  definite 

along  the  line  of  long-range  food  planning? 

WlA: 

It  did,  indeed.  Pirst  of  all,  the  delegates  heand  tv/o 

comprehensive  reports  which  had  been  prepared  by  PAO  some 

v/eeks  before  the  Copenha^gen  conference  opened. 

ilTiTOUlTCPH: 

1/hat  were  they,  ? 

RliA: 

The  first  one,  }prosented  by  PAO  director-general  Sir  John 

Poyd  Orr,  wan  titled  ’’Proposals  for  a World  Pood  Board.”  To 

summarize  briefly,  the  report  sot  up  plans  of  v/orld— wide  scoxdg 

designed  to  iDrevent  both  shortages  and  sur]pluses  of  food  and 

other  farm  xiroducts.  In  other  vjords,  the  report  dealt  squarely 

v/ith  the  central  pj^oWlern  involved  in  long-range  food  planning— 

namely — thad  follov/ing  the  end  of  the  present  emergency, 

unmarketable  food  surp)luGes  will  exist  in  a v/orld  vnere  hundreds 

of  millions  of  persons  are  underfed — or  actually  starving. 

ilPi'OUl'ICiiP,: 

I can  remember  that  situation  very  well — it  wasn’t  so  long 

ago  either! 

I 
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H4A: 

AilKOUiTCJE: 

WiA: 


Ai^TOmiCES.: 
PM  A: 


AMOUiTCAE: 

PM  A: 


Aiid  if  th.G  conforoncG  dGlGgrAos  nGGdGd  convincing  that  groat 
nimhors  of  persons  ha.ve  stc^rvod  in  a v/orld  of  plenty — that 
proof  was  pro sent od  in  the  second  report  I nentioned. 

And  that  was .,.•»? 

A ^'¥orld  Pood  Survey”  which  "based  its  conclusions  on  data 
gathered  fron  70  countries.  The  reiDort  conpared,  comitry  "by 
country,  the  aiiount  of  food  consmed  in  pre-war  years  with 
the  anount  necessary  to  naintain  adequate  diets, 

T/liat  conclusions  were  drawn? 

Just  thes'et  the,t  even  "before  war  disrupted  end  depleted 
food  supplies,  a"bout  half  the  world’s  popiulation  was  seriously 
undernourished;  a"bout  one-sixth  was  eating  a.t  a marginal 
level — and  less  than  a.  third  v/as  enjoying  high-calorie  diets. 

That  is  a tr.agic  situation. , .part icularly  when  it  calls  to 
mind  those  rotting  piles  of  food  surjpluses , . . , 

And  it’s  one  of  the  sitioaAions  the  Pood  Board  ]plan  would  deal 
with.  As  Sir  John  Orr  said  in  suomitting  the  proposaJs, 
the  plan  is  "a.  i^orld  food  policy  "based  on  human  needs,” 

Sir  John  said  that  the  tv/o  great  problems  of  hunger  and  the 
increasing  pov;er  of  fanm  production  should  cancel  each  other  out. 
Put,  he  added,  ”they  can  cancel  out  only  through  an 
international  a.gency  which  can  deal  v/ith  food  problems  as  a 
v/hole.  The  proposed  world  Pood  Board  is  such  an  agency, 
designed  to  solve  these  twin  problems.” 

IJith  that  endorsement  from  the  Director-General,  I shoinld 


AifhOITiCBE: 


think  the  conference  delegaAes  would  ha^ve  adopted  the  plan 
right  away— did  they? 


PM  A; 

After  a comr-iittoG  hG.d  studied  the  proposals,  and  reported 

favorallj,  the  conference  adoiotod  the  nain  olDjectives  of  tlie 

Pood  Board  plan.  The  comittee  sionuied  up  these  objectives  as 

”(a),  developing  and  organizing  production,  distribution  end 

utilization  of  the  basic  foods  to  jprovide  diets  on  a health 

standard  for  the  peoples  of  all  countries;  and  (b),  stafoilizing 

agricultural  prices  at  levels  fair  to  producers  and  coiisuners 

alike , ” 

Ai'oiTOUxICAiU 

That’s  quite  ci  goal  to  shoot  at.  Bid  the  comittee  suggest 

how  the  objectives  could  bo  a,chieved? 

PM  A: 

The  comittee  agreed  that  international  machinery  is  the  only 

possible  way  of  reaching  the  desired  goals — and  it  recomnendod 

that  a Preparatory  Comission  bo  established  to  carry  the 

proposPvls  further.  This  suggestion  also  was  adopted  by  the 

Conference  as  a whole. 

APITOUITCJS 

In  other  words,  the  fate  of  the  long-range  food  planning 

prograjn  now  rests  in  the  hands  of  a Preparatory  Comission? 

BIA: 

For  the  present,  a.t  lea.st.  As  Sir  Joim  Crr  said  at  Copenlia.gen, 

”The  center  of  interest  now  prisses  from  this  conference  to  the 

Prexearatory  Comission,  The  eyes  of  Ovll  at  this  conference,  and  of 

the  peop)lG  of  all  countries,  v;ill  be  'upon  the  Comiission  in  its 

work."  And  he  added  "..c.I  hope  the  Preparatory  Comission  v/ill 

realize  the  need  for  quick  act  ion,., if  the  nations  cooperate  on 

a world  food  plan  ba-sed  on  human  needs,  there  will  be  no  war,.*." 

AlTNOUlTCilR: 

When  will  the  Connission  begin  its  work? 

PMA: 

It  v/ill  meet  at  tenporauy  PAO  hearlquartors  in  Washington  on 

OctolDGr  28. 
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And  ho\7  large  is  tlio  Connission? 

PM: 

It  is  conprisGd  of  reprosontativos  fron  16  PAO  nonlDor  nations, 

Throo  non-nenlDGr  nations  also  will  lo  askod  to  jpart icipodo-*- 

as  v/oll  as  sovoral  intor-govorinnont al  organ! zat ions. 

iiirilOUlTC-ilH: 

idiat  hax3pGns  after  tho  Connission  ha.s  vrorkod  out  its  dotailod 

program? 

PM  A: 

lioll,  that  will  prohaJbly  taico  the  next  fov7  months ,,  .hut  at  tho 

end  of  that  period,  an  PAO  conforonco  will  do  called  to 

considor  tho  Commission’s  ronort.  Then.,. tho  PAO  v/ill  pa.ss 

it  on  with  rocommondat  ions  to  tho  United  had  ions. 

Mmoimom: 

SoLinds  liko  a radhor  complicadod  procoduro. 

PMA: 

It  is — hut  anything  on  so  largo  a.  scale  is  hound  to  ho 

complicated — and  it  takes  tino  to  v/orl:  it  out. 

AHITOMIICAP: 

Uoll,  hoforo  wo  go  any  furthor,  mayho  wo  ought  to  sm  up 

just  what  tho  Coponhagon  conforonco  accompli  shod  in  roga^rd 

to  its  long-rango  food  program.  Can  you  give  us  a nutshell 

roviow,  ? 

PMA: 

In  the  first  piano,  tho  conforonco  rocognizod  tho  basic 

lorohlen  of  widosproad  hunger  and  agricult'oi’al  insecurity;  thon 

tho  do lo gates  agreed  thad  the  appro axh  should  ho  througli 

positive  intornat ional  action;  finaJly,  tho  conforonco  set 

in  motion  tho  ma.chinory  for  reaching  tho  ohjoctivo. 

iPiTOUlTCPR: 

And  thad  la.st,  I sujpxDOso,  vjas  actually  the  most  important  as 

it  rox^rosontod  concroto  action.  But  didn’t  tho  conforonco 

do vote  some  adtontion  to  other  matters  as  well? 
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BAA: 

Yoso,.th0  conferoncG,  though  GniOiiasizin^;  lon^z:-raiieG  prolDlGns, 

rGDaiiiGd  fully  awarG  that  thG  postwar  pGriocl  of  onorgoncy  food 

short  ago  is  hy  no  noans  cndod.  It  roalizod  that  for  tho  next 

fov;  nonths  tho  primry  prohloh  will  ho  to  produce  as  nuch  as 

possihlG,  consorvG  what  is  produced — and  get  it  to  tho  lOGoplo 

i-.dio  need  it  nost. 

i^iHOUlTC^S: 

The  good  ho.rvGsts  we’vo  had — hoth  in  this  comitry  and  Glsov/horo*— 

will  help  won’t  they? 

PMA: 

To  some  extent,  yes.  But  the  Conference  predicted  thod  oAthough 

unexpectedly  good  harvests  had  inproved  the  food  outlook  since 

last  May,  there  still  prohodly  will  he  a gap  of  about  8 million 

tons  of  bread  groans  between  the  needs  of  deficit  countries  and 

the  supplies  likely  to  be  avVodlo-ble  for  export. 

AAi]A0'JJ02?L: 

Than  it  is  still  up  to  us  to  be  careful  in  ou-r  use  of  these 

needed  foods? 

PMA: 

Bight.  The  conference  re-affirned  the  recomendat ions  which 

v/erc  noxle  in  V/o.shington  last  May  calling  for  continued  controls 

raid  econonies  in  the  use  of  grains  and  other  basic  foods  in 

AiAlOUPCSH: 

short  supply. 

The  conference  seems  to  iio.ve  covered  o.  lot  of  ground  in  a 

fairly  short  time. 

PIU: 

Yes,  and  it  would  be  impossible  in  the  time  v/o  have  even  to 

outline  oAl  of  the  work  acconp)lishod  at  Cox^enliagen,  But  let 

mo  point  out  that  oAthough  the  various  committees  covered  a v;ide 

mige  of  subjects,  they  v/ore  all  moving  toward  the  same  objective* 

AxIPOUiTCAA; 

How  do  you  mean  ? 

~8>- 


WlA: 

¥g11,  you  night  call  the  prcprjrat ions  to  crGo.te  a long~rangG 

food  progrcj.1  tho  di root -act ion  phase  of  the  ConferGncG  v/ork, 

Hov/GVGr,  the  work  of  the  other  conforoncG  connittecs— 

principally’  fact-finding  cjid  advisory — v;as  closely  related  to 

that  of  the  World  Food  Board  comittee,  and  stemned  from  the  same 

underlying  aims. 

i\iv  iT  0 IJ1TC5  R • 

iead  those  a,ins  are  •,«..? 

PIvIA: 

Simply  to  help  use  tho  v/orld’ s great  and  increasing  pov/er  to 

produce  food  and  other  farm  products  for  the  benefit  of  all 

consumers  and  producers. 

Ai'i  iT  OiJiT  CRH.  l 

l.liaf  \-jQTQ  some  of  the  other  conference  recommendations — a.pant 

from  those  concerning  the  World  Food  ^oard? 

Vlik: 

It  v/ould  be  impossible  to  list  them  all— but  here's  an  example 

to  show  the  scope  of  the  work  undertaken  by  FAO.  The  conference 

a.pproved  recommendations  that  in  viev;  of  the  disa.dvanta.go  of 

rural  populations  in  the  greater  part  of  the  vrorld,  FAG  should 

expand  and  intensify  its  efforts  in  the  field^  of  rural  v/elfaro* 

This  v/as  to  bo  done  by  creating  a separate  division  of  rural 

welfare  v/ithin  tho  organizat ion.  It  also  was  proposed  to 

establish  a joint  standing  committee  on  rural  hygiene  to  bo 

set  up  by  FAO  and  tho  World  Hea.lth  Organizat  ion. 

AiHIOUITCRH: 

I can  see  v/here  there  would  be  a close  association  betv/oen 

the  tv/o  agencies. 

PMA: 

Yes — and  it  is  also  evident  in  the  field  of  nutrition — as  the 

conference  called  for  a.  joint  FAO~World  Health  Organization 

committee  to  deal  with  this  subject.  Improved  standards  of 

nutrition  throughout  the  world  is  naturally  a.  primany  concern 

of  FAO. 
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Aiid  I suppose  tiio.t  FAO  nocossarily  works  closely  with  other 
int  e rno.t  i onal  o r grui  z at  i ons , 

PI4A:  True — and  here's  another  angle  pointing  to  the  future.  The 

Copenhagen  conference  urged,  the  continuation  of  agricultural 
reliahilitation  work  begun  hy  TJi^RPdi.  It  was  suggested  tlmt  PAO 


night  take  over  the  te clinical  assistance  aspects  of  the  work, 
provided,  fundis  and.  personnel  wore  nado  a-vanlahlo  "by  UilifflA.  Or, 
a.s  an  alternative,  it  was  proposedi  tha.t  UlIHILl  rehabilitation 
night  he  transferred  to  a special  agency* 

AhilOUlTCjpL;  It  seens  to  ne  thad  the  PAO  conference  has  napped^  out  a.  pretty 
hroa.d  progran  of  work  for  the  years  to  cone. 

PM:  It  is  broad- — and  nothing,  in  ny  opinion  could  bo  nore  inportant 

to  int erna.ti onal  'onderstand-ing  and  good.  v;ill.  The  wiping  out 
of  hunger  anci  mid.er-nourislmont  throughout  the  v/orld  ha.s  nov; 
been  recognized.  a.s  one  of  the  cornerstones  of  peace.  As  Sir  Jolin 
Crr  sand  a.t  the  close  of  the  Copenhagen  conference,  ‘‘Toda.y, 


through  their  cornnon  servant,  PAO,  the  nations  can  send.  a. 
nessage  of  hope  to  the  world  andL  the  assurance  they  will  not  rest 
until  victory  is  v/on  in  the  battle  against  hunger  and  poverty," 
AlhTObilCAH:  Anci  tha.t ' s one  of  the  most  encoura.ging  thoughts  I've  hoand  in 


a.  long  tine,  Oun  thanlis  to  you, 


,,  for  sone  nore  of 


the  answers  to  questions  in  the  nindn  of  the  Groa.t  Anerican  Panily. 
Priends,  that  v/a.s  your  Pi-odnct ion  aiul  Marketing  Adninistra.t ion 

roiiresent a.t ivc , . YOUP  PAMILY'S  POOP  will  be  presented 

again  next  v;oek  a.t  this  sane  tine.  This  broadcast,  a public 


service  fea.ture  over  st  a.t  ion 


is  pro  sente  CL  for  fann  and. 


city  listeners  in 


. Your  announcer  has  been 
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